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This summer, the Bonner Springs City Library had their best Summer Reading Pro-
gram to date, with 1,127 participants of all ages.  To promote the program, the li-
brary enlisted the help of "Lego Man". He made appearances at local destinations 
and businesses including Moon Marble Company, Centennial Park, Sonic, Dairy 
Queen, and Third Space Coffee. “Lego Man” made sure to visit the local businesses 
that provided donations and support to the Summer Reading Program.  

“Lego Man” at Moon Marble Company and Third Space Coffee in Bonner Springs 

Summer Reading with “Lego Man”! 

Record-Breaking Reading at Belleville Public Library 

In order to encourage more reading, Belleville Public Library children's librarian Sherrie 
Larson promised the Summer Library Program participants that she would dye her hair if 
they read a total of more books this 
year than last year. To add to the ex-
citement, the kids were able to vote for 
their choice of hair color.  Purple hair 
was the winning choice! 

At the Summer Library Program pool 
party for readers and their families, 
Sherrie revealed that the kids had far 
exceeded last year's total of 1,410 
books by reading 2,010!  Her purple 
hairstyle was greeted with gasps and 
cheers. 

Submitted by Leah Krotz, Director,  

Belleville Public Library 
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Kansas Libraries is a publication of the Kan-
sas Libraries Association. Libraries may 
freely copy and distribute any issue. Please 
contact us with your news and story ideas:  
klibmag@gmail.com 
 
Kate Wise, Co-Editor  
Kansas Wesleyan University 
 
Donna Porter, Co-Editor 
Dorothy Bramlage Public Library 
 
Lindsey  Taggart, Co-Editor 
Pittsburg State University 

From the Editor’s Desk 

If your Facebook feed is anything like 
mine, you’ve seen a lot of passionate rhetoric 
flying back and forth lately. Unlike a lot of us, the 
national political scene certainly didn’t take any 
time off this summer. As a librarian, I try to make 
sure I have my ears open to a variety of news and 
information sources and opinions so that I can 
offer as widely-informed and unbiased array of 
information as possible. Lately though, this varie-
ty has sounded a lot like noisy shouting. It can be 
hard, even for a librarian, to sort through it all.  

As we teach our high school and college students, there are a few  
points to keep in mind when evaluating both factual information and opin-
ionated arguments. Two of these points are helpful to consider when try-
ing to decide to which “voice” you should give your attention—the origi-
nality of the source and the bias of the source. To that end, here are some 
websites that may help you when sorting through the noise: 

 

http://www.politifact.com/ 
 Run by editors and reporters from the Tampa Bay Times, PolitiFact checks claims 
by elected officials, candidates, leaders of political parties and political activists.  
http://www.factcheck.org/ 
 A project of The Annenberg Public Policy Center, FactCheck monitors the factual 
accuracy of what is said by major U.S. political players in the form of TV ads, debates, 
speeches, interviews and news releases.  

http://www.snopes.com/ 
 Snopes.com was founded by David Mikkelson from a project begun in 1994 and 
has since grown into the oldest and largest fact-checking site on the Internet.  
https://www.allsides.com/  

 AllSides aims to free people from filter bubbles so they can better understand 
the world and each other.  

https://mediabiasfactcheck.com/ 
 MBFC was founded by Dave Van Zandt in 2015, and is an independent online 
media outlet. MBFC News is dedicated to educating the public on media bias and decep-
tive news practices.  
 

 Despite the national upheaval, I think I can speak for many Kansas 
librarians when I say my objective as a librarian remains the same—to pro-
vide a welcoming space where library patrons have the tools and infor-
mation they need to make informed decisions about their world, and to 
empower patrons to improve their lives. On that, I think we are all united. 

Submitted by Kate Wise,  

Kansas Libraries co-editor. 

http://kslibassoc.org/home/council/roster/
http://www.politifact.com/
http://www.factcheck.org/
http://www.snopes.com/
https://www.allsides.com/
https://mediabiasfactcheck.com/
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KLA Educational Foundation News 

KLAEF Grant Opportunities: As one of the many benefits of KLA membership, the 
KLA Educational Foundation reminds members that continuing education (CE) and 
KLA conference mini-grants are available, but you have to apply to be consid-
ered!  Priority will be given to KLA members who have not received any KLAEF 
funds – for grants or scholarships — in the past 2 years.  All grants are reimburse-
ments since approval may not be available until after the event.  To learn more 
and to apply, visit: http://kslibassoc.org/home/foundation/grants/  
 
The KLA Educational Foundation (KLAEF) is pleased to announce that it has 
awarded TWO $1,000 scholarships for 2017!  The recipients are: 
 
Melinda Rittgers, who will graduate from Emporia State University’s School of 
Library and Information Management in December 2017.  She is currently work-
ing as an intern at the Kansas United Methodist Archives located on the campus 
of Baker University in Baldwin, Kansas.  Rittgers said, “My job in the archives has 
taught me both the rewards and challenges to be had as an archivist...My ideal 
career would be as archivist at a Kansas library or institution.  I find the processing 
and maintaining of collections, particularly those that are relevant to my home 
state, extremely satisfying.  I also really enjoy interacting with the public and as-
sisting with research inquiries.” 
 
Cynthia Rogers, a librarian at an elementary school in the Wichita, Kansas, 
school district USD #259.  Cynthia said, “It is my personal and professional goal to, 
in turn, pass the torch – the love of reading, knowledge and discovery to the next 
generation.  Even in the days of unsure funding and the questionable fate of 
school librarians in the future, I am committed to staying in the school library are-
na during and after graduating with my MLS. It is my intent to become a powerful-
ly effective Library Media Specialist so that the youth within my sphere of influ-
ence have accessible opportunities and the ability to soar above circumstances 
that may currently define their lives – opening up a world of possibilities for their 
future, which ultimately shapes ours.”  Cynthia is also a student at Emporia State 
University's School of Library and Information Management. 
 
Past-president Kathy Delker and the entire KLAEF board of directors congratulate 
Cynthia and Melinda on their selection as KLAEF Scholarship recipients for 2017! 

To learn more about KLAEF and the ways in which the Foundation supports the 
Kansas Library Association and its members, please visit: http://kslibassoc.org/
home/foundation/ 
 

Submitted by Michael McDonald, Library Development Consultant,  
Northeast Kansas Library System 

http://kslibassoc.org/home/foundation/grants/
http://kslibassoc.org/home/foundation/
http://kslibassoc.org/home/foundation/
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Interested in 
getting  
involved in 
KLA? 
 
 
KLA provides sections, 
roundtables, and advocacy 
issue support. 
 
 
Use these links or visit the KLA 
website at   
kslibassoc.org. 
 
 
CULS (College and University 
Libraries) 
 
 
GODORT (Government Docu-
ments) 
 
 
RIAT (Information Access and 
Technology) 
 
 
KILR (Kansas Interlibrary Loan) 
 
 
KLIRT (Information Literacy) 
 
 
PALS (Private Academic Librar-
ies) 
 
 
Public Libraries Section 
 
 
Technical Services 
 
 
Youth Services 

Salina Public Library offered a variety of exciting, STEM-focused programs this sum-
mer! Activities included a Drone Obstacle Course, Brushbots—the Toothbrush Robot 
(below, left), and Wreck the Tech (below, right).  

During this year’s summer reading we asked our patrons to do Extraordinary Deeds 
and be Extraordinary People. When sign-up started for summer reading, every patron 
was offered a purple silicone bracelet to remind them to do good deeds. We printed 
out brochures that had places they could volun-
teer at or how they could help. One of the re-
quirements for our young adults was to write 
down what extraordinary deeds they did during 
the summer. All together our teens reported 49 
good deeds. Some of the deeds were helping 
with dishes (with or without being told), helping 
sister up when she fell, held the door open for a 
stranger or family member, helping at a food 
bank, helping with story time here at the library, 
building bee hotels, making dog and cat toys for 
local animal shelter, helping grandma in her gar-
den, and so on.  

We asked them to help build a better world one extraordinary deed at a time, and 
that’s what they did in their own ways.  

Submitted by Samantha Graven, Interim Director, Parsons Public Library 

An Extraordinary Summer at Parsons Public Library  

STEM Summer Programs at Salina Public Library 

http://kslibassoc.org/SectionsRoundTables/CULS/
http://kslibassoc.org/SectionsRoundTables/CULS/
https://godort.wordpress.com/
https://godort.wordpress.com/
http://riatkla.weebly.com/
http://riatkla.weebly.com/
http://www.kslibassoc.org/SectionsRoundTables/KILR/indexKILR.htm
https://klalirt.wordpress.com/
https://klapals.wordpress.com/
https://klapals.wordpress.com/
http://kslibassoc.org/pls/
https://klatsrt.wordpress.com/
http://kslibassoc.org/home/sectionsroundtables/youth-services/
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Hiawatha Library Quilters Create Goodwill 

The Morrill Public Library (Hiawatha) Quilters Club was formed in 2014 as a way 
for quilters to get together, discuss projects, exchange materials and ideas, and to 
host quilt-related programs at the Library. Early this year, members of the local 
Relay for Life committee came 
to the Quilt Club’s regular 
meeting to ask whether the 
quilters would be willing to 
make and donate a quilt for 
their event in June. The group 
discussed it, said “YES!”, 
picked a pattern, and reserved 
the Library meeting room for 
a work day. 

On February 22, members of 
the Quilters Club arrived at 
the Library armed with sewing 
machines, cutting mats, scis-
sors, rulers, thread, and con-
tributions from personal fab-
ric stashes. In record time, 
quilted by a Club volunteer, a 
beautiful “Popsicle Stick” quilt 
was completed. However, the 
group still had plenty of ideas 
and energy left! So, Club 
members gathered nine-patch 
and maple leaf blocks they had made, and a member pieced them into a SECOND 
quilt to donate, also quilted by a Club volunteer. But they weren’t done yet! At 
the next meeting, they decided to use scraps to make small “pocket prayer quilts” 
as a gift to cancer survivors at the Relay Event. 

Far exceeding everyone’s expectations, this project raised over $1,000 for the 
Brown County Relay for Life in June, 2017. The Library staff and trustees say: “It 
would be impossible to calculate the goodwill that these acts of charity created 
for the Library in our community. No one individual took credit, it was always “the 
Library Quilters” doing the work. They performed these acts with kindness, hu-
mor, and creativity. We are so proud that this wonderful group calls our Library 
their home.” 

 

Submitted by Susan Bryant, Outreach Librarian, Morrill Public Library 
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Donating Books to Promote Literacy 

“A miracle has happened! The light of understanding has shone upon my little 
pupil’s mind, and behold, all things are changed!” These are the words of Anne 
Sullivan at Helen Keller’s ability to comprehend the fact that letters and words 
have meaning, that they describe the 
world. Such a discovery is imperative 
to literacy—and it is, every time it 
happens in the mind of an individual, 
a miracle. Literacy is, after all, not 
only the ability to read but the pow-
er to discover, to grapple with the 
world’s elements and ideas and 
make sense of them, imagine beyond 
them, and communicate them. 
 
This is why Dorothy Bramlage Public Library is committed to promoting literacy 
in Geary County. We believe literacy empowers individuals and strengthens the 
community in ways that are vital both to the individual’s and the community’s 
success. With that in mind, we operate a book donation program called DBPL at 
DBPL: Donating Books to Promote Literacy. This program is designed to put 
books in the hands of individuals of all ages throughout our community, increas-
ing access to literature and thereby promoting literacy. 
 
Dorothy Bramlage Public Library operates DBPL at DBPL as a nonprofit project, 
raising funds through grants, community events, and donations. Additionally, we 
accept donations of new books from local organizations and individuals. All 
books donated through DBPL at DBPL go to members of the Geary County com-
munity. The program puts books into the hands of both individuals and groups, 
including local schools and educational organizations, families of newborn babies 
(as part of DBPL at DBPL's Welcome to the World program), nursing home resi-
dents, community youth, and others. Books are distributed based on the availa-
bility of funding. 
 
Malcolm X once said, “People don’t realize how a [person’s] whole life can be 
changed by one book.” Literacy is power that shapes minds and lives and the 
world. It is a miraculous power we have the privilege of being able to share. 
 
For more information on DBPL at DBPL: Donating Books to Promote Literacy, 
please call Dorothy Bramlage Public Library at 785-238-4311 or email 
christab@jclib.org.  
 

Submitted by Christa Beemer, Young People’s Department Head, 
Dorothy Bramlage Public Library 

 

mailto:christab@jclib.org


 

Join the Kansas Library Association! 
 

 
Name: ___________________________________________ 
 
Street:____________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip:_____________________________________ 
 
Institution: ________________________________________ 
 
Street:____________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip:______________________________________ 
 
Telephone:_________________________________________ 
 
Email:_____________________________________________ 
 
Position:___________________________________________ 
 
Preferred Mailing Address (check one): 
___Home ___Institution 
 
 
 
Payment: 
___Check (payable to KLA) 
___VISA  ___MasterCard 
 
Card No:_________________________________________ 
 
Expiration Date:___________________________________ 
 
Signature:________________________________________ 
 
 
Membership dues:     ____________ 
Sections and Roundtables:   ____________ 
Total Enclosed:    ____________ 
 
 
 
Mail this page to Kansas Library Association, c/o NWKLS, #2 
Washington Square, Norton, KS 67654 
 

 

 

 

 

Online Membership and Renewal  

http://kslibassoc.org/home/join/ 

KLA Mission Statement 

The Kansas Library Association is the common bond, 
public voice, and collective for the Kansas library 
community. 

KLA Vision Statement 

Dynamic libraries and librarians serving all Kansans.  

Kansas Library Association 

c/o NWKLS 

#2 Washington Square 

Norton, KS 67654 
 

Website: kslibassoc.org 

Email: kansaslibraryassociation@yahoo.com  

Individual Memberships 
 
Library Employee’s Annual Salary  Dues 
$0-24,999 …………………………………….…………..$35.00 
$25,000-34,000…………………………………………$45.00 
$35,000-44,999………………………………………….$60.00 
$45,000-54,999………………………………………….$75.00 
$55,000-64,999………………………………………….$90.00 
$65,000-74,999…………………………………………$105.00 
$75,000-84,999…………………………………………$120.00 
$85,000-94,999…………………………………….…..$135.00 
$95,000-104,999……………………………………….$145.00 
$105,000+…………………………………………………$165.00 
 
Student, Friend, Inactive or Retired …………$30.00 
 
Trustee……………………………………………………..$35.00 
(includes membership to both KLTA and KLA) 
 
Institutional Memberships ……………………….$500.00 

Sections and Roundtables  
(check the groups you would like to join) 

 
____ Youth Services Section — $10.00  
____ College & Univ. Libraries Section (CULS) — $10.00 
____ Private Academic Libraries Section (PALS) — $10.00 
____ Public Libraries Section (PLS) — $10.00 
____ KS Lib. Trustee Association Section (KLTA) — $15.00 
____ Govt. Doc. Roundtable (GODORT) — $10.00 
____ Info Access & Tech Roundtable (RIAT) — $10.00 
____ Interlibrary Loan Roundtable (KILR) — $5.00 
____ Library Instruction Roundtable (LIRT) — $6.00 
____ Tech Services Roundtable — $10.00 
____ Church Library Roundtable — $8.00 

KL 2.6 page 7 

http://kslibassoc.org/home/join/

